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_ nation has long provided by law for alternate service 
opportunities for Conscientious Objectors who cannot 
accept combatant military service because of sincere and deeply 
held beliefs against participation in war. 
Conflicts between the need of our government to provide 
for defense and the religious objections of persons against 
bearing arms in armies and navies began in the earliest days 
of the United States. Leaders of the Colonies made provisions 
to exempt some persons from military service; and, through the 
years, Congress and the courts have spent much time and 
effort in defining the law relating to Conscientious Objection. 
The section of the Selective Service law that applies reads: 
Nothing . . . shall . . . require any person to be subject 
to combatant training and service in the Armed Forces of 
the United States who, by reason of religious training and 
belief, is conscientiously opposed to participation in war 
in any form. 


Supreme Court Ruling 


In a recent ruling, the Supreme Court of the United States 
held that the provisions of the law apply not only to persons 
who come to their conclusions through a specific religion 
which opposes war but also to “all those whose consciences, 
‘spurred by deeply held moral, ethical, or religious beliefs, 
would give them no rest or peace if they allowed themselves 
to become an instrument of war.” 

The key considerations as to whether you are eligible for 
classification as a Conscientious Objector are: 


e Your objections must be to all wars, not just a specific 
war. 

e The primary test which will be made by your local board 
is the test of sincerity and depth of your convictions. 
Your belief must be the prime motivating factor in your 
life. 


Training and Belief 


Your objections to war must stem from your moral, ethical 
or religious beliefs about what is right and should be done 
and about what is wrong and should be shunned, and you 
must hold these beliefs with the strength of traditional religious 
convictions. 

Your board will consider the nature of the process by which 
your convictions were acquired. You must demonstrate that 
your ethical or moral convictions were gained through training 
or study and contemplation comparable in rigor and dedication 
to the processes by which traditional religious convictions 
are formulated in one’s mind. 

Furthermore, you must be able to demonstrate that these 
moral and ethical convictions have directed your life as the 
traditional religious convictions of equal strength, depth and 
duration have directed the lives of those whose beliefs are 
clearly founded in traditional religious belief. 


Glibness No Test 


Glibness or the ability simply to quote endlessly from 
serious thinkers will not be the test. Nor will the board be 
judging you on the correctness of your grammar. 

The board will not weigh your claim on the basis of your 
views concerning the nation’s domestic or foreign policies. A 
Conscientious Objector classification is a judgment of your 
views toward a greater concern than that of the moment. 

Your board will not reject your claim simply because you do 
not belong to a church, religious organization or religious sect, 
nor if the religion to which you subscribe does not endorse 
your personal views. 

You will not be granted a C.O. classification if your beliefs are 
“essentially political, sociological or philosophical, or based on 
a personal moral code.” A “personal moral code” has 
been defined by the Supreme Court as a belief based solely on 
pragmatism, policy and expediency. 

Your board will not grant you a classification of serving in 
a non-combatant role in the Armed Forces as a compromise 
when you request civilian service. 


What is the Role of a Conscientious Objector? 


If a Conscientious Objector is called or volunteers for service, 
he will perform one of the following activities, according to 
his classification. 
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A. Service in the Armed Forces in a non-combatant role. 
(This is a I-A-O) classification.) Such an individual becomes a 
member of one of the Armed Forces, wearing the uniform 
and obeying orders and in every way serving with individuals 
who are trained and prepared for combat—with one exception: 
the Conscientious Objector is not required to use, study, bear 
or handle arms. Often, Conscientious Objectors serve in the 
medical units of the Armed Forces for their two years of 
obligation. 


B. Service to the nation as a civilian. (This is a I-O classifica- 
tion which becomes I-W when the C.O. begins his alternate 
service assignment). Conscientious Objectors who thus serve spend 
two years contributing to the national interest by working 
for organizations or associations devoted to public improvement 
or charity. Such service may include work in hospitals, social 
agencies and other non-profit services of government or private 
direction. Some choice as to assignment is possible but is 
not guaranteed. 


What Happens If I Am Classified As a I-O? 


If you have been granted a J-O classification and become 
available for service, you will have 10 days in which to propose 
three civilian work assignments which you would be willing 
to perform to fulfill your alternative service requirement. If 
one or more of these is satisfactory, your board will so indicate. 
If none is acceptable ,the local board will probably delay 
responding until it is reasonably sure that men with your 
lottery number are going to be called. At that time, it will 
write to you suggesting three proposed assignments. You may 
then accept one of these, or you may meet with the local board 
and the state director (or his representative) to try and 
arrange a mutually acceptable assignment. 


What If We Still Can’t Agree? 


If no agreement can be reached, then your board will decide 
what job assignment is acceptable. However, before this 
decision takes effect, it must be reviewed and approved by the 
Director of Selective Service. 

Despite a final agreement or decision on your work assignment, 
you will not be ordered to perform such work unless your 
lottery number is reached during your year of prime vulner- 
ability. 


What Happens if I Am Classified 
As a Non-Combatant C.O.? 


If you receive a I-A-O classification, you will be processed 
for induction along with others in your prime selection group. 
If you are qualified, you will receive an induction notice when 
(or if) your lottery number is reached. 


What Are the Legal Benefits of C.0. Service? 


A conscientious objector who serves within the Armed Forces 
is eligible for full benefits under the G.I. Bill of Rights and 
for state benefits in some areas. A conscientious objector who 
performs civilian work is not eligible for any of these benefits. 


How Do I Apply for Conscientious Objector Status? 


Following your registration with your draft board, you 
will receive a questionnaire, Selective Service Form 100. In 
answer to Section VIII of that form, you should indicate your 
request for C.O. status. Later you should ask for Selective 
Service Form 150 which is designed to obtain a maximum 
amount of information regarding your beliefs. You will be asked 
details of your training, study and practice of the religions, 
moral or ethical position which dictates your claiming C.O. 
status. You should give any and all information which will 
allow your local board to understand the depth and sincerity 
of your beliefs. 

On this form you will also be asked to indicate whether 
your beliefs will allow you to serve as a non-combatant member 
of the Armed Forces or only as a civilian performing appropriate 
alternative service. 


What Occurs Next? 


Your local draft board will study the information you provide 
and will determine whether you are entitled to C.O. status. 
You will be notified of the board’s decision by a Notice of 
Classification card sent in the mail. 


May I Dispute The Decision? 
Yes, there are several steps you may take. You may ask for 


a personal appearance before the board, or you may initiate 
an appeal. 

The procedures for such action are explained in the Selective 
Service brochure, “Perspective On the Draft,” which is 
available at any draft board office. 


May I Claim C.O. Status After My 
Initial Registration? | 


Yes, you may ask for a C.O. classification at any time prior 
to the mailing of your induction order, and in some cases, 
even after receiving that order, by informing your local board 
in writing that you have become a C.O. You may also inform 
your draft board at any time that you wish to withdraw any 
application for C.O. status and indicate your willingness to serve 
as a combatant in the Armed Forces. 


What if I Become a C.O. After My Initial Classification? 


After submitting the necessary proofs and evidences, you 
may ask your local board to consider your classification anew. 
This process, known as Reopening of Classification, is not 
limited by the 30-day limit on appeals following a classification 
action. Details of how to ask for reopening of classification 
may be found in the brochure “Perspective On the Draft.” 

If a registrant currently holds a II-S or a II-A deferment 
and applies for a C.O. classification, his board will ordinarily 
defer any decision until he comes off the deferment. 

Registrants who have further questions about how to claim 
C.O. status should seek the help and advice of a local board 
Executive Secretary. 
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